NEWSLETTER

SPRING 2009

Hello to all our members (and potential members who may be reading this!).

Firstly, apologies for the delay in publishing this newsletter – it should have been issued early in the New Year, so there’s lots to cram into this edition!
This is the tenth seasonal SC Newsletter (and the fourth I have had the privilege to write), and boy what a remarkable, memorable and historic season it’s been so far (I write as we enter our final three league games of the campaign).
The FA Cup Era
There – I’ve said it, and I didn’t faint!  Well, clearly the whole club – from the manager’s chair down to the band-waggon supporter, were all devastated as to how our amazing run in this year’s competition came to a premature end.  And what made it worse, the news broke on Christmas Eve of all times!  For me, I believe it’s going to be one of those “remember where you were when you heard that Droylsden had fielded an ineligible player in the 2-1 win over Chesterfield.”  (For those who are interested, I was in my car on Henrietta Street in Ashton – in fact, I was driving around that day with flags and scarves out of my window I was so proud to be a Blood!).  So, having not made the dream trip to Portman Road, hopefully we will be even more determined to set the record straight next term and repeat our performances to show they were no fluke.  Let’s not forget, we beat the (then) leaders of Coca Cola League Two over 180 minutes, including 90 minutes in their own “white (well, red) elephant” of a stadium.  Who can forget the convoy of four ‘Anthony’s Coaches’ pulling into the Darlington car park, and then taking over their club with singing and joviality?!
Thanks to Tippy’s winner at the Butcher’s, we next headed for Saltergate – home of the Spirerites of Chesterfield.  With the fog rolling in and then back out again, the boys took the game to their higher ranked opponents, and even took the lead thanks to Carl Lamb before the referee deemed that the conditions were too poor to continue (if that was the case, then why did the match even begin??!!).  The return for the re-match saw us become the temporary “victim” of a fluked goal when the ball was returned to Killer following Carl Lamb’s head injury.  In recollecting what happened when Chris Denham did the same at Worcester, it was pleasing to finally see Hacker allowed to do the same to tie the match at 2-2, after Alex Brown had levelled Chesterfield’s opener.
So, it was all back to the Butcher’s and it’s fair to say we were looking to go out with quarter of an hour to go and the lights go out.  If anyone thought that was tomfoolery, then they ought to view the work that has been undertaken behind the scenes to upgrade much of the club’s electrical system – and as for how much that’s all cost, just ask Dave!!!  So, once again we did battle with the Spirerites, and first-half wonder strike followed by a penalty kick from Newts saw us through to a historic Third Round tie at Ipswich – or so we thought!

The problem with all of that is, in my opinion, it badly affected our league campaign and form, but it’s good to report that, with time, that has improved.  And that’s not surprising given that much of the squad are young and will not have experienced such highs and lows like that – and probably never will again in their careers!!

So, after winning through against Belper Town, the Bloods defeated fellow FA Cup heroes Blyth Spartans at the Butcher’s arms.  This was followed by defeat at Solihull Moors and a home draw against Redditch United – these two games sandwiched in between the two Darlington matches, so perhaps the results were to be somewhat expected!  One would have hoped that the boys would have been on a high after disposing of Darlo, but the next game saw us unceremoniously bow-out of the FA Trophy at Farsley Celtic on a bitterly cold afternoon (if memory serves me correctly!).  We managed to beat Harrogate Town in between the first & second Chesterfield matches, but then lost disappointingly at Tamworth just before Christmas.
The Remainder of the Season

Boxing Day saw a home defeat to struggling Vauxhall Motors and then a home stalemate to Gateshead, before the boys got back to winning ways in the dying moments at Burscough.  A thumping of Redditch United on their own ‘manor’ was followed by a narrow defeat at improving Gainsborough Trinity.  Back-to-back league victories were then recorded against Burscough and Farsley Celtic before a last minute penalty save denied The Bloods all three points at Workington.  Defeat at a rather poor Fleetwood Town outfit (but, boy, what a great stadium for this level?!) was bettered by the demolition of Vauxhall Motors, which included the debut of Jake Speight.  The Bloods then defeated Alfreton Town, but draws against Stafford Rangers and Stalybridge Celtic, with a defeat at Hinckley United sandwiched in between saw the league position suffer a little.  At least the ’Bridge game was a lesson (from our opponents) in how to always ensure you get at least one shot on target, and you may reap the rewards!
Revenge over Hinckley United followed a 0-0 draw at home to Southport, before more league ground was lost with a defeat at AFC Telford United.  That was recovered by wins over King’s Lynn and Solihull Moors – which included Jake’s wonder goal to win it!  However, defeat at Southport was a blow, but since then three wins on the bounce (versus Blyth Spartans, Hyde United and Hucknall Town) see The Bloods one place below the play-off positions at the time of writing.  It was disappointing to see Hucknall relegated to the Unibond League – it wasn’t too long ago that we were both locking horns in a terrific battle in that competition.
Supporters’ Club news

Since I last wrote, we have held a Race Night, which was very successful.  There were not as many pundits at this event compared to last time, but that wasn’t a bad thing as it made it more comfortable, and we raised £445.  A massive thanks to all who supported the event by sponsoring races / horses / jockeys / trainers, and who helped on the evening, whether selling the tote tickets, serving hot pot, or whatever assistance you gave!
We have also held our twice-yearly Quiz, which raised £120.  Thanks to Paul Walton & Karen Quinn for delivering the posers, and to everyone else who helped on the night in terms of selling (and folding!) raffle tickets.

The FA Cup Sweepstake has now been totally sold, with Tim Shore (aka Gary Neville) winning the £50 ‘spot prize’ for drawing Droylsden.  Nigel Randall and an FC United fan share the £50 for the furthest-progressing Blue Square North team (with Kettering Town and Torquay United, respectively).  Remaining prizes are for semi-finalists, runners-up and winners, so at the time of writing we don’t know who they are as yet.
Our Grand Christmas Draw netted a £200+ profit, which was drawn at our hugely successful Family Christmas Party.  Finally, our ‘Soccer Sevens’ game successfully continues, with winners so far this season sharing in a total prize fund of at least £1,200.

Forthcoming Events
There will be a Members’ Draw for £20 shortly, probably to be held on the final home league game of the season.

We also intend to hold our annual Car Treasure Hunt on Sunday 28 June (see enclosed flyer), and we plan to complete our annual Sponsored Walk around the pubs of Droylsden, on Sunday 30 August – indeed, we’re asking for your help to choose this year’s charity (see separate enclosure with this mailing).
Donations
The Football Club have not made any specific requests for funding since I last wrote, but we have finances available should the need arise (which will surely be a matter of time!).
Nevertheless, we still continue to support the FC and promote the SC with our sponsorship of the number 11 kit for the season, and of the Stewards’ jackets, and also by paying for the washing powder used to clean the kit each week (latterly more than once per week!).   The advertising hoarding in the ground is also remains. Finally, we continue producing the match posters erected around the town, in pubs, shops and take-aways.
So please do keep supporting our fundraising events, as we strive to support the Football Club in the upkeep of its facilities and resources, so that our shared desire for success on the pitch can be achieved.

And hopefully, we will soon have our own dedicated notice board in the Phoenix Club to advertise all of our activities.

In the meantime, let’s hear it loud and proud – “COME ON YOU BLOODS!”

Gary Owen

DFC Supporters’ Club Chair

April 2009
