CONSTITUTION of DROYLSDEN SUPPORTERS’ CLUB

1. NAME

The name of the association is Droylsden Supporters’ Club (“the Club”).

2. ADMINISTRATION

Subject to the matters set-out below, the Club and its property shall be administered and managed in accordance with this Constitution, by members of the Committee, as provided by clause 7 of this Constitution.

3. OBJECTS

The Club’s objects (“the Objects”) are to support and promote Droylsden Football Club.

4. POWERS

In furtherance of the Objects, but not otherwise, the Committee may exercise the following powers:

(a) to promote and foster the sport of association football;

(b) to rasie funds and to invite and receive contributions, provided that in raising funds the Committee shall conform to any relevant requirements of the law;

(c) to foster and encourage co-operation and communication between similar organisations, societies, institutions and local authorities, and to represent the views of the members of the Club; and

(d) to do all such lawful things as are necessary for the achievement of the Objects.

5. MEMBERSHIP

(a) Membership of the Club shall be open to:

i) Full Members, who shall be aged 16 years; and

ii) Junior Members who shall be aged under 16 years of age.

(b) Members must accept the rules of the Club and pay any annual subscription as laid down from time to time by the Committee.  Every member shall have one vote.

(c) The Committee may expel from the Club any individual who has acted in a way that is prejudicial to the interests and Objects of the club, provided that the individual concerned has had the right to appeal in person to the Committee, accompanied by a friend, before a final decision is made.  Any Member so expelled shall forfeit all subscriptions paid and shall not be entitled to re-join the Club.

6. OFFICERS

At its first meeting following the Annual General Meeting (AGM), the Committee shall elect from amongst themselves a Chair, a Vice-Chair, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and other such Officers as may from time to time be determined.

7. COMMITTEE

(a) The Committee shall consist of not less than four nor no more than ten Full Members elected at the AGM, who shall have each paid their subscriptions in full;

(b) The Committee may, at any time, co-opt members of the Club to fill vacant places on the Committee (including vacancies created by illness, continued absence, resignation, or termination of membership).  Co-options must be approved by at least a two-thirds’ majority of those present and voting at the meeting.

(c) All members of the Committee shall retire from office together at the end of the next AGM after the date on which they came into office, but they may be re-elected without limit on the number of ocassions on which they may serve.

(d) The proceedings of the Committee shall not be invalidated by any vacancy amongst its number or by any failure to appoint or any defect in the appointment of a member.

(e) Nobody shall be appointed a member of the Committee who is under eighteen years of age.

(f) Droylsden FC may appoint a non-voting, ex officio, member to attend Committee meetings.

8. MEETINGS & PROCEEDINGS of the COMMITTEE

(a) The Committee shall normally hold one meeting each month.  A special meeting may be called at any time by the Secretary, or by at least two members of the Committee upon not less than four days’ notice being given to the other members of the Committee of the matter(s) to be discussed.

(b) If both the Chair and Vice-Chair are absent from any meeting, the members of the Committee present shall choose one of their number to act as the chair of the meeting before any other business is transacted.

(c) There shall be a quorum of when at least half the number of members of the Committee at the time being, or four memebrs of the Committee, whichever is the lesser, are present at a meeting.

(d) Every matter shall be determined by a majority of votes of the members of the Committee present and voting on the question, but, in the case of an equal vote, the chair of the meeting shall have a second or casting vote.

(e) The Committee shall keep minutes, in books kept for purpose, of the proceedings at meetings of the Committee.

(f) The Committee may, from time to time, make and alter rules of the Club and the conduct of its business, the summoning and conduct of its meetings, and the custody of its documents.  No rule shall be made which is inconsistent with this Constitution.

(g) Non-members shall be entitled meetings of the Committee, but shall not be entitled to participate (unless requested to do so by the Committee) nor to vote.

9. RECEIPTS and EXPENDITURE

(a) The funds of the Club, including all donations, contributions, and bequests, shall be paid into an account operated by the Committee in the name of the Club at such a bank as the Committee shall from time to time decide.  All cheques drawn on the account shall be signed by two authorised signatories.

(b) The funds belonging to the Club shall be applied only in furthering the Objects.

10. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

(a) There shall be an AGM of the Club, which shall be held in the month of May each year, or as soon as practicable thereafter.  At the AGM, the members shall:

i) receive the report from the Committee on the activities of the preceding year;

ii) receive the financial report for the accounts of the Club for the preceding year;

iii) set the level of the annual subscription;

iv) approve amendments to the rules of the Club; and

v) elect members to the Committee in accordance with clause 7, above.

(b) AGMs shall be called by the Committee.  The Secretary shall give at least twenty-one days’ notice of the AGM to all members of the Club.  All members of the Club shall be entitled to attend and vote at the AGM.

(c) The Chair of the Committee shall act as chairof the AGM, but, if neither the Chair nor Vice-Chair are present, before any other business is transacted, the presons present shall appoint a chair of the meeting.

(d) Nominations for election to the Committee must be made by members of the Club in writing and must be in the hands of the Secretary at least fourteen days before the AGM.  Shoudl nominations exceed vacancies, an election shall be held by ballot.

11. SPECIAL GENERAL MEETINGS

The Committee may call a Special General Meeting of the Club at any time.  If at least ten members request such a meeting in writing, stating the business to be considered, the Secretary shall call such a meeting.  At least twenty-one days’ notice must be given.  The notice must state the business to be discussed.

12. PROCEDURE at GENERAL MEETINGS

(a) The Secretary or other person specially appointed by the Committee shall keep a full record of proceedings at every General Meeting of the Club.

(b) There shall be a quorum when at least one tenth of the number of members of the Club for the time being, or four members of the Club, whichever is the lesser, are present at any General Meeting.

13. NOTICES

All notices of Special and Annual General Meetings shall be posted in a consicuous place or places in the Droylsden area, or advertised in a newspaper circulating in the area.

14. ALTERATIONS to CONSITUTION

This Constitution may be altered by a resolution passed by not less than two-thirds of the members present and voting at a General Meeting.  The notice of the General Meeting must include notice of the resolution, setting out the terms of the alteration proposed.

15. DISSOLUTION

If the Committee decides that it is necessary or advisable to dissolve the Club, it shall call a meeting of all the members of the Club, of which not less than twenty-one days’ notice (stating the terms of the resolution proposed) shall be given.  If the proposal is confirmed by at least a two-thirds’ majority of those present and voting, the Committee shall have the power to realise any assets held by or on behalf of the Club.  Any assets remaining after the satisfaction of any proper debts and liabilities shall be given or transferred to such institution or institutions working in the area of benefit, having objects similar to the Objects of the Club as the memebrs of the Club may determine or, failing that, shall be applied for some other similar purpose.

This amended Constitution was adopted at the AGM of the Droylsden Supporters’ Club on 26th May 2005 at the Phoenix Social Club, Droylsden FC, Market Street, Droylsden.

Signed





Signed

...........................................................

...............................................

Chair of the meeting



Secretary to the Committee

Tameside Association of Community Organisation (TACO) prepared the original constitution for Droylsden Supporters’ Club as part of its support and advisory service for community groups based in Tameside.  This service is provided free for memebrs of TACO and for small or newly established organisations.

For further information, please call TACO on 0161-344 2664 (day) or 0161-336 5506 (evening).
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